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‘ THE 
PUBLISHER ti the READER. 


T HE Defign of Prefaces zs to tell the Reader that of the 
Books they belong to ; 1 flail therefore only Premife 
that the Neceffity of the Times were of fufficient Induce- 
_ ments to oblige me to this Publication, and that I could not 
but think it highly Requifite, while the Obfervator was 
Publickly Tolerated to revive the Dofrines of F orty One 
against the Government and Church ESftablifh'd, to Stand in 
the Gap as long as I could, aud Oppofe his undutiful Inten- 
tions by the Principles of Obedience. Not that the Per- 
fons concern’d in this Paper, had fich Arrogant Concepyi- 
ons, as to think themfelves Capable of doing that fustice to 
the Queen and their Native Country, as Both fo [luftre- 
oufly deferve ; but having Obferved, to their gréat Sorrow, 
as well as Amazement, that thofe who were better skill’d 
in each of their Defence; ftood unconcern’d at the Com- 
mon Enemy's Attacks, they could no longer as Chriftians 
and Subjetts defist from what they have now Undertaken. 
They ate fatisfied that to Perform things to a General Sa- 
tisfattion, 2s not in their Power, however they cannot but 
hope that they have pleas'd the Better Part of the World, 
- aphich are thofe that are Honeft, and Men of Integrity. As 
for the Objeftions, which thofe of a Contrary Perfwafion, 
muke ufe of totheir Preyudice, in order to render *em Ob- 
noxious to Parliaments, they have that Confidence in the 
W ifdom, Fuftice and Loyalty of that August Affembly, as not 
to be in any wife Sollzcitous upon that Head: fince both the 
Honour of Queen and Kingdom, + what they Chiefly pro~ 
_-pofe. To teach the Dottrine of Obedience, ‘to diffwade Peo- 
ple from taking Arms agatnft thofe whom God has fet over 
them; and to Evidence to thofe who have entértain’d duy 
Sealonfies t0 the contrary, that thé Church by — on 
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To the Reader. 


blifbed;ts highly Superiourto anyother which can be op~ 
pofed against it, 1 the Bufinefs they are refolv'd to ftand by, 
aad it 1s not to be doubted but they fhall rather meet with 
Enciuragement from Men in Authority for fo doing, than 
what they are daily threaten'd with, thofe Gentlemen's Re- 


fextments. If they have not all along kept up to the Merri- 


ment of Heratlitus Ridens, that was Publifh'd in King 
Charles the 2d’s Reign; they havevto Plead for fo. doing; 
that the Numbers and E.ncreafeof the Diffenting Fadiow 
in thefe Times wil not permit tt... As foon as it may be 
done with Safety, the Reader will fend them-ready to com- 
ply wrth any thing Jor lis Diverfion, til then we fhall con 
jfult our own Security as well as his Entertainment. 
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‘Heraclitus Ridens 


In a DIALOGUE between 





Aun. z, 


FEST and 


LL ARN EST, Concerning the TIMES. 


Lhe Reafon why they have fo long broke off Correfpondence, with the Caufe of their taking 


it up 


again, INo (eople Friends to the Queen that are not [oto the Church. The Play-h Edi 
: Cp re -houfe more Edj- 
fying than the Conventicle, Reafons. for Continuing the Repairs of the Theatre in ri t-garden, 


in njwer tothe Obfervator, on that Head. Th 


€ Diffolutéon of the Stage precedent tothat of the 


Church in Cromwell s Days. News from Oxford, mith an Epigram relating to the Aétors 
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Felt. Yr are well met, Neighbour, it’s 
Time out of Mind fince we have 
held any Difcourfe together. 

Earneft, Truly; fo it is, I have often 
wonder’d at it; it cannot be for wart of 
Subjects. —— Never was fuch Abundance. 
Every Moment furnifhes us with frefh Mat- 
ter—- But if I may give you my Opinion— 
Seif-P:efer n interrupted our Corre- 
fpondence—~ Times were, when a Man 
had not that freedom of Speech, as he 
may take the Liberty of now—— And | 
was for keeping a whole Carcafs as long 
as I could. 

Jeff. The very fame Reafon as mine. 
J ever had an Averfion for Aaron Smith 
and Captain Baker, and had much rather be 
without a Jeft, than fall into the Hands of 
the Civil Magiftrate for it. But we may 
venture now, we are a Match once more 
for the Whigs, and our Lord Mayors have 
left cff going to St. Paxl’s Church in the 
Morning, and hearing Lectures at Lsnners- 
Hiaili in the Afternoon. 

Earncjt. Right But we are Antici- 
patcd as to the Continuance of our for- 
mer DOeugn, there are more Weekly Pa- 
pers aiready than are Read; and there is 
a certain Gentleman that has taken that 
Employment off from our Harts. 

Feff. That very Gentleman you fpeak 
of, fhould be the only Inducement for us 
to join together, and make it our Endea- 
vour to oppofe his Pernicious Intentions 
By thofe that are of a contrary Nature. 

Eainef?. Hold—— You’il talk Treafon by 
and by Are not Mr. Ob/ervator and 
his Countryman Two of the Queen's Beft 
Friends ?-— 1am fure they Stile themfelves 
fo, and fure you will not be fuch a Mad 
Man as to [ncurtheir Difpleafure by giving 
tiem any other Characters. 

Sef. It’s a Queftion whethtr the Queen 
thinks ’em fo-—— And I am fatisfy’d 
none can be Her Friends, that are Foes to 
that Excellent Church and Faith which Her 
Majelty is juftly Stil’d the Defender of. 








Earneft. Fy — You are a Mile from 


the Mark, they are Enemies to none but 
the Papifts, the Few:, and the Facodires —— 
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giving away a whole Days Pay towards the Repair of a Church there. 














They'll tell you the very fame, nay they 
have done it over and pver, and it will 
be a Rudenefs in you nottake their Words. 

Jeft. It’s no matter they muft hold me 
Excus’d—— Either I can’t read Engiifh, or 
I know to the Contrary: As ali are not 
Papifts whom they affirm to be fo, fo all 
are not facobites that treat the Family of 
the Stuari’s which Her: Majefty is deicend- 
ed from, with a Refpect that is due to 
that [Inftrious Houfe. But Mr. Obferva- 
tor has been already taken to Task as to 
that Point, and it fhall be my bufinefs to 
fall upon Matters of a later Date, and 
treat of Occurrences that are nearer and 
within the Compafs of our Remembrance. 
What think you of his late Charge againft 
the Play Houle? 

Earneft. 1 think he is in the Right of 
it—. It is the Devii’s Chappel, and ought 
not to be Tolerated; A meer Papi/tical In- 
vention, a Romifh Idolatry, and a great 
Hindrance to the Reformation of Manners 
that is now fet ‘a foot in Her Majefty’s 
Dominions. 

Feft. Very well——In my Confcience 
my Friend Earneft has made a Vifit to the 
Brethren of Geneva lately —- He makes ufe 
of the Language of the Saints fo aptly. 
Certainly Collier has Poflefs'd you inftead 
of the Devil, or you would never make 
ufe of fuch Terms to call an innocent Di- 
verfion by, a Place of Inftruction and Re- 
proof. 

Earneft. You were beft tell the Ob/erva- 
tor fo, he and his Countryman will make a 
Devil of you, and call upon the Gentle- 
men at Hicks’s Hall to Prefent you. ~For 
my Part, Safe’s the Word, I am not for 
Provoking himn—— Neither would I have 
you have any Dealings with him, he has 
worlted one Antagoniit already, flung his 
Poetical Encmy, and Rob. Stevens on their 
Backs, and you muft expect the fame Treat- 
ment. His are Argumenta Bacillina, and if 





his Reafons can’t perfwade you, his Cona- 


tryman’s Oaken Towel will. eet 
Sef, Mot unlikely; yet I mult. ask his 


Pardon, for if be comes in my way it is 


all one, 1 fhall ufe him and others yr 
all 
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fall under my Cognizance alike. To be- 
gin then with the Stage, that is fo mighti- 
ly Cryd down by the Diflenting Party, 


gnd our pretended Reformers. 1 have drawn » 


more ufeful Obfervations from the Thea- 
tre in Dorfet Garden, that is fo much In- 
veigh’d againft, than it is poflible to bring 
away from Salrers-Hal. And if Plays, 
whofe chief Defign tend to the Encourage- 
ment of Virtue, and Difcountenance of 
Vice, be contrary to Her Majefty’s moft 
gracious Proclamation, fome fort of Ser- 
mons cannot be extraordinary Edifying, 
whofe Excellence lies all in the Gelture of 
the Precifians that preach ’em, and whofe 
Exhortations are Chiefly couch’d under an 
Affeéted Wink, and an Hypocritical Cait 
oi the Eye. } 

Earn. But the Grand Jury tells you in 
their Prefentment, That the Toleration of 
thefe Houfes Corrupt the City Youth, makes 
em Diffolute and Immoral, and entices em 
totake Lend Courfes. 

eff. 1 am forry to hear the Citizens In- 
{tructions bear fo little Weight with ‘em, 
and am apt to think they are not fo Exem- 
plary in their Lives and Converfations, as 
they have been fuppos’d to be. Would 
their Mafters keep a ftrict Hand over ’em, 
there would be no Reafon for Complaints, 
and J dare be perfwaded there is more De- 
bauchery occafiond by pretending to eat 
Cuftards towards Hampftead, Iflington, and 
Sir George Whitmore's, #1 a Week, than is 
poffible to be brought about by a Play-houfe 
in a Twelve Month. But People that are 
moft Wicked, would make a Shew of the 
moft Sanctity, and will always find Mifma- 
nagements in a Government, that are Un- 
eafic under it. The Diflolution of the 
Stage preceded that of the Church of Eng- 
land.in Oliver’s Days; and | with thofe in 





our Times that are fo Violent ayaini the 
One, don’t level their Aim again{t the Other. 
But our Wife Miniftry is to be Judge of 
that ; fintce it is on their Counfels alone we 
are to relye fordue Methods of Prevention. 

Earn. \ am altogether of the fame Opini- 
on with you. The Diffenters are not fo 
much for encovraging Virtue in themielves, 
asthey are for Difcouraging it in others, 


and Uniformity and Order is what they 


Chiefly drive at. .But I have a piece of 
News come by the laft Poft from Oxford. 
The Players, fays.my Friend, are now going 
to leave us, after having done a Ptceof Cha- 
rity that was not expettcd from ‘ex, given the 
Town.a Whole Days Playing towards Rebuild- 
ang one of our Churches that has lately fall's 
down, But -what need is there of any Ar- 
gumients to Convince him that Plays are 
good and Useful, when he has found by 
Experience from one of his own, which. fell 
under a State of Damnation in the Year 89, 
thar all are not to be accounted fo. 

Fcft. Did not I tell you the Players were 


— better Friends tothe Church chan thofe thar 


makes fuch a Stir againft em. It comes 
Confirm’d from the Univerlity, and I am 
for their going on with their Repairs in 
Dorfet-Garden. \t’s Mr. Killégt@-w's Bui- 
nefs to fee that nothing Immoral be Acted 
there, as tothe Plays 5 and every Auditors 
Bufinefs to take fuch Care of himfelf, as not 
to be Seduc’d by whaf does not belong to 
‘em, I mean the feveral Sort of People that 
come thither. 

Butl have made an Appointment, and 
the Times draws nigh, when my Company 
will ftay for me, I fhall therefore take my 
Leave of you with the following Epizram, 
till next Saturday, when you may depend 
upon my Company again. 


Momus -Prates on, and Rails azainft the Stages, 
As Burning Scandals to Religious Ages ; 


“ay Let him Rail on, for Bread and fordid Ends, 


‘aren And wriggle in amongft John Calvin's Friends, 
SP Ge Pryn’s Hiftriomaftix of its Raxcour Gleaa, 
And find out Poyfon in a harmlefs Scgne. 
Who for Religion's Chief Supports are held, “ 


They that Pull down the 


Earneft, Agreed. I fhall not fail; but it's 
fitting before we take our Leaves of one 
another, to acquaint the Publick after what 
Method we defign to Entertain ‘em. For 
the Obfervator does not make fuch a Figure 
in the World, nor is his Paper of fuch an 
eftablifh’d Repute as to take up all our 
Notice. 

Jeft, Thaw’s true — We are mot like to 
fall under a {carcity of Subjects : while there 
are Fools in the World, it is not like to 
want Merriment; and while there are Wife 
Men init, it need not doubt of having fuch 
Examples propos’d to its imitation as {hall 


Church, or they that Build ¢ 


be much for its Advantage. The Commons 
Occurrences of Life, the Publication of 
Books, the Defence of the Govérnment and 
Church eftablith’d, is what we are to go 
upon. fn a word, to ufe the Poet’s Ex- 
preffions. | 


Qiuicquid agunt Elumines, Votum, timor, Ira, vo- 
(lapta:, 
Gaudia, Difcuefig, nokri eft Farrago Libeks. 
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** Advertifements will be taken in for ehis 
Paper, on Mondays amd Fridays at Reafona- 
ble Rates. 
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